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means of discovery by experimentation or an expression of activities
and impulses. Psychoanalysts interpret play as a symbolic expres-
sion of wishes and of actions which are prohibited to the child in
reality. Alfred Adler sees in the child's play a satisfaction of a striv-
ing for power and superiority.

The main difficulty in interpreting the meaning of children's
play seems to be that we cannot speak of the child's play in general.
There are as many types of play and as many motivations of play
activity as there are different actions of adults in their different
motivations. On the other hand, it does seem to be possible to make
tentative classifications of various groups of play, each of which,
however., should be interpreted for each child in an individual way.

TOOLS AISTD IMAGINATION IN PLAY ACTIVITY

Among the different groups of play we have to distinguish play
with given tools from that with imagined tools. Tools range from
bottle tops, buttons, and sticks to building blocks, toys, dolls, and
elaborate play material. The importance of elaborate play material
for young children is often overestimated by adults. Since the young
child is in a state of continuous projection, it does not make much
difference whether his toy is a wooden stick or an artistic figure.
Several studies have been made on the preferences for play mate-
rial(S1? Building materials, especially blocks, modeling and painting
material, are most popular.(582) This seems to indicate a preference
for unpatterned raw material upon which the child can easily pro-
ject his imagery. There appear some differences in the preferences
of boys and of girls: mechanical toys are more preferred by boys;
dolls? crayons, and scissors are more preferred by girls. However,
It is difficult to differentiate here between innate and environmental
influences. Play activities in which tools are imagined have psycho-
logically wider implications, since the child is not limited or directed
by the material. This imaginative play has its implication for the
social, mental, and emotional development of the child.

The social influence of play is the development of leadership or
siiixirdinatiGn characteristics. Introvert or extravert tendencies are
bere in the making. Although solitary play is characteristic of the
Homologous stage, the child enjoys Ms play more if he occasionally
can interchange ideas with other children. The degree of stimula-
cooperation, and discipline is decisive for the formation of

Hioatal influence of play appears in its exploratory char-
acter* Many play activities are limitations of observations and ex-